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Our First Season 

 As the first sailing season at the Sailing Center 
Chesapeake comes to a close, it is hard to believe we 
have come so far in so short a time.  The idea to 
complement the yacht clubs and college sailing 
facilities and build a community sailing center in 
Southern Maryland has been around for a while among 
the sailors in the area.   We are so fortunate to be 
surrounded by water, yet so few people have access to 
one of the greatest benefits that it brings: sailing!  With 
the St. Mary's River Yacht Club looking for help with 
their new junior program, and with many high school 
sailors in the area looking for a new home, we decided 
that 2009 was the time. 

Our initial home has been the Milburn Creek Marina in 
St. Inigoes.  The Cole family, which owns the marina, 
has graciously allowed us to operate there.  St. Inigoes 
Creek and the St. Mary's River are ideal for sailing in 
one of the most beautiful locales around.  Students, 
young and old, are taught to appreciate the natural 
resources we all share while learning a sport and a 
pastime that they can enjoy their whole lives. 

The complexities of sailing exercise the mind as much 
as the body and there is something to be learned every 
time you go out on the water.   It is our mission to 
teach responsible, safe-boating skills, and to promote 
the joy, and the tradition, of sailing for generations to 
come. 

The 2009 Season’s Offerings 

Advanced Teen Racing – June 22 to Aug 14 
Basic Junior Sailing – July 13 to 17* & Aug 17 to 21 
Intermediate Junior Sailing – July 20 to July 24* 
Advanced Junior Sailing – July 27 – 31* 
Women’s Adult Evening Sailing – July 20 to July 30* 
High School Sailing Practice – Aug 25 to Nov 13 
Summer Challenge (fundraising team racing) – Sep 12 
Varsity High School Regattas– Sep 13 & Oct 3 
JV High School Regatta – Oct 25 

*  Run by the St. Mary’s River Yacht Club at the Center. 
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Southern Maryland Sailing Foundation 

Since 1999, the Southern Maryland Sailing Foundation 
has been supporting youth and high school sailing in 
our neighborhood. 

Until this summer, most of the activity has been 
Solomons-based.  Since founding the Sailing Center and 
starting its operation at the Milburn Creek Marina, the 
level of activity has increase dramatically. 

In 1999 the Foundation supplied a few 420-class 
dinghies to start high school sailing in Southern 
Maryland.  Patuxent High School and the Navy JROTC 
unit there were crucial to the initial success of the 
program.  The Southern Maryland Sailing Association 
provided a great venue for this early activity. 

A few years later, the Foundation bought six Flying 
Juniors from St. Mary’s College and then six more from 
Hobart and William Smith College.  This fleet of 12 
allowed more sailors to participate, so teams from 
Leonardtown High and St. Mary’s Ryken joined. 

Eventually, St. Mary’s Ryken desired to develop its own 
waterfront on Breton Bay, so the Foundation donated 
the then-unused 420s to the school to help this effort.  
Ryken now has several more boats and a large group of 
sailors participating each spring and fall. 

The 2009 move from Solomons of the rest of the 
advanced teen programs has allowed their expansion 
and improved the offerings.  Four high schools now sail 
regularly at the Center:  Patuxent, Leonardtown, Great 
Mills, and Churchville Christian. 

The Foundation takes boats in donation giving the 
donor a possible tax advantage.  The Foundation then 
sells the boat and uses the proceeds to buy the high 
capital cost equipment that youth sailing needs to 
thrive.  This keeps down the tuition and fee costs for 
families that have youngsters interested in the sport. 

 

 

Summer Challenge 2009 

Spirit of America Grant 

The Sailing Center and St. Mary’s College have jointly 
received a grant from the Spirit of America Foundation 
to teach water safety to at least 62 middle school-aged 
students each year. 

The Spirit of America Foundation has donated three 
aluminum jon boats, three 9.9hp Honda outboards, 
four canoes, and three kayaks for this purpose. 

The Center is conducting planning meetings with 
several local middle schools and local scout 
organizations to plan how this program will go forward.  
We anticipate training a pilot class of 16 students in the 
basics of boating safety, swimming tests, capsizing 
drills, motor boat operation, rowing, paddling, and 
sailing during late winter and early spring. 

When the school year ends in June, we plan to have 
groups from the schools and scouts going through the 
curriculum. 

We appreciate the willingness of Maryland Department 
of Natural Resources and the Coast Guard Station at St. 
Inigoes to participate. 

The Spirit of America Foundation is funded by the 
National Safe Boating Congress which is affiliated with 
the US Coast Guard.  Until now, the program has been 
mainly active in the mid-West.  Over 17,000 students 
have gone through the Foundation’s curriculum and of 
these approximately 5% have enlisted in the Coast 
Guard at the end of their high school years. 

 

 

Two sailors from Great Mills High School. 
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Board of Directors 

Southern Maryland Sailing Foundation 

 

Stovy Brown, President 

John Johnson, Secretary 

Glenn Scott, Treasurer 

Guy Barbato 

Bill Blanton 

Barney Hathaway 

Bill Horn 

Mark Gyorgy 

Ollie Kangas 

 

Sailing Center Chesapeake 

Management Team 

 

Stovy Brown, Director 

Guy Barbato, Assistant Director 

Ted Warren, Community Liaison 

John Johnson 

John Paradis 

Lani Clark 

Mark Gyorgy 

Jimmy Yurko 

Bill Horn 

 

Web site:  www.sailingcenterchesapeake.org 
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Sailing Center Chesapeake 

Membership Application 

Name   _________________________________________________ _________ ________________ 

Mailing Address __________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Street Address ____________________________________________________________________________ 

(if different)______________________________________________________________________________ 

Home telephone ________________________ e-mail ____________________________________________ 

Cell telephone __________________________ 

Sailing experience (if first time member): ______________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Sailing Center membership for 2010 $   50.00 ________ 

  (Adults  - please include the sustaining contribution, if possible): 

 Sustaining member contribution (tax deductible, see below) 50.00 ________ 

 Subtotal  ________ 

Note:  Members of SMRYC, SMSA, and SMC receive a 10% discount off this subtotal. 

 Additional contribution (tax deductible, see below)  ________ 

 Total  ________ 

 

Mail to: Saiiing Center Chesapeake 

P. O. Box 1653 

Solomons, MD  20688 

 

Please note your preferences on the reverse side.
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High School Varsity Regatta, October 25, 2009.  Thirteen schools competed. 
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Sailing Center Chesapeake 

Preferences 

 

 

Please check off below the types of activities you and your family may be interested in during the 2010 season: 

Ǐ Evening informal small boat racing (which evening?  _____________) 

Ǐ Adult sailing ( __ beginning   __ intermediate  __ advanced) 

Ǐ Youth sailing ( __ beginning   __ intermediate  __ advanced) 

Ǐ Summer Advanced Teen Racing Course (2½ days per week for 7 weeks) 

Ǐ Summer Friday Afternoon Teen Open Racing 

Ǐ High School varsity or junior varsity sailing team ( __ spring  __ fall) 

Ǐ Other:  ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sailing Center Chesapeake is a division of the Southern Maryland Sailing Foundation, Inc., which is a charitable 
corporation supporting youth sailing in Southern Maryland and is recognized under Section 501 (c)(3) by the 
Internal Revenue Service.  Donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. 


